Acute rheumatic fever with advanced degree AV block.
Five cases are described of acute rheumatic fever meeting the modified Jones criteria with evidence of second or third degree atrioventricular block (AVB). One patient required a temporary transvenous pacemaker and two patients were treated with corticosteroids. One patient had an associated valvulitis. There was no long-term sequelae due to the AVB in any of the patients. The duration of the advanced degree AVB had a range of about 2 to 12 days. The cause of this advanced degree AVB is uncertain. Advanced degree AVB with acute rheumatic fever appears to be self-limited in most instances. Unlike rheumatic valvulitis, it is not associated with significant permanent morbidity.